











were to take concrete steps to reduce the enormous danger of global
warming caused by increasing environmental pollution. Despite the obvi-
ous folly of the so-called Star Wars missile-shield fantasy, he abrogated
the ABM Treaty of 1972 between Russia and the United States, which
forbids either nation to build or test an anti-ballistic-missile system and
has long been regarded as the cornerstone of worldwide arms control. For
thirty years both nations had faithfully adhered to this treaty.

The Bush Administration has also turned its back on the idea of gen-
uine cooperation with the United Nations, the World Court, and an in-
ternational criminal court in favor of a go-it-alone policy that is obsolete
in today's interdependent world. With the Cold War behind us, the U.N.
is now free to become the great international organ for peace, develop-
ment, justice, and freedom that Franklin Roosevelt, Wendell Willkie, and
others intended it to be. As the host nation, America should take the lead
in calling for a strengthened U.N., a stronger World Court, and a modem,
well-equipped international police force directed by the Secretary Gener-
al of the U.N. and the, U.N. Security Council rather than view such ideals
as obstacles. The United States has neither the right nor the ability to
play the role of international policeman. The problems of the world are
too great for anyone nation to master.

An attack on Iraq isopposed hy virtually every country in the world. We
would be alone in such an action, unlike in the first Gulf War, in which Iraq
was the aggressor and the whole world knew it. Do we really want to dupli-
cate the lonely course we followed for nearly thirty years in Vietham? Sup-
posedly our leaders are trying to build support for attacking Iraq because it might
develop weapons of mass destruction similar to ours, but intemationallaw does
not give the President of the United States, or any other head of state, the
right of "preventive" war. Historian Arthur Schlesinger has pointed out that
the Japanese claimed to be waging preventive war when they attempted to
sink the American Navy at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Japan's lead-
ers were eventually tried as war criminals for that action. If President Bush
attacks lIraq, under his doctrine of "preemptive war," could he not be simi-
larly tried as a war criminal? During the long years of the Cold War strident
voices were sometimes heard calling for nuclear strikes to eliminate Russia and
China. But when the Russians and the Chinese eventually became our
friends, "everyone thanked heaven that the preventive-war loonies had nev-
er got into power in any major country,” Schlesinger writes.

President Bush has said repeatedly that the terrorists hate us because of
our freedom. | don't believe that. The world's people have always admired
our freedom. W.hat they don't like is the arrogance and indifference to
world opinion inherent in so much of our international policy. Plenty of
my fellow citizens don't like that either. I'm not alone in my dislike of the
way our government is waging the so-called war against terrorism, in my
opposition to a war with lIrag and to calling Irag, Iran, and North Korea

the "axis of evil." And | intend to press these points as
long as | believe my convictions are grounded in common
sense, patriotism, and veneration of life.

ne reason | am cautious about sending young men off to war is that
I have seen what war does. Half of the bomber crews that | flew with in WWII
never made it home again. The images remain with me after fifty-five years-
young airmen laughing and talking over breakfast before daylight, and then
a few minutes later being blown to bits when their huge, overloaded bomber
filled with men, bombs, and high-octane gasoline crashed during takeoff. |
see the image of a bornher taking a direct hit over the target, catching fire,
exploding, and falling in pieces over hostile enemy territory. | tell you these
things because no man who has had these experiences will ever again speak
carelessly about war. It isthe worst thing that men do to each other. When
1listen to the bombastic rhetoric of Messrs. Bush and Cheney and the war
cries of Ms. Rice, | know that I'm hearing from people who've never been
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near a battlefield. The British conservative Edmund Burke put it best: "A con-
scientious man would be cautious how he dealt in blood."

During my years as a combat pilot |read the huge, two-volume tome by
Charles and Mary Beard entitled The Rise of American Civilization. Lying
on an army cot in southern Italy, with only a candle to light the page, |
more than once was still reading when the call came at 4 Am. for me to
fly another bombing mission over Nazi Germany. Reading helped take my
mind away from the other pilots and crews who had died. It was also a
way to discover, in some 1,600 pages, what America was all about.

In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote of "a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind." And Abraham Lincoln said of this found-
ing document that it "gave liberty not alone to the people of this country,
but hope to all the world, for all future time." Liberal ideas, in other words,
have infortned American politics from Jefferson to Lincoln, and we are no
less in need of the vitality and redeeming strength of the liberal spirit today.
Liberalism is not dead, though it does seem at times to be besieged and be-
wildered. Indeed, | fully expect liberalism to be stronger and more success-
ful over the next twenty-five years than it has been in the past twenty-
five-provided that liberals learn to shed a little of their timidity.

Most of today's liberals are too intimidated for my taste. When | look back
on my twenty-two years in the U.S. Congress, |don't regret the questions |
directed at policymakers; 1regret the times that |didn't ask questions when
I should have. The way of a public critic is uncertain and difficult, especial-
ly when flags are flying and drums are rolling, but patriotism includes the re-
sponsibility, when the nation isfollowing an unwise course, to call it to a high-
er standard. A political leader has the obligation to identify as best he can the
mistaken aspects of government policy and to lay bare the malfunctions of
our body politic so that sensihle repairs can be made. Beyond this, a politi-
cal leader should offer a vision that can light the way for the days ahead.

Clearly we can't expect this of our conservatives, but we should demand
it of liberals. Going to war with Iraq isabad idea, and our liberal leaders should
say so. Thcy should speak out as well about the absurdity of a $355 billion
annual military budget (if only for the sake of our overworked Pentagon em-
ployees-a  budget that size, after all, requires them to spend almost $1 bil-
lion each day before they can go home to dinner). With careful planning to
convert from a war economy to a peace economy we could gradually move
to a military budget of $200 billion-still vastly beyond any other nation's.
We might use the savings to extend Medicare to all American children, to
raise the quality of public school systems in the states, to give millions of Amer-
icans asecond chance at higher education, to develop a national energy pol-
icy based on conservation and renewable sources of power, to rebuild decaying
water and sewage systems and repair other problems in the infrastructure, and
to create in America the finest railway system in the world. | firmly believe
that if we were to take such steps, America would be a better defended,
more secure, happier nation than it is roday.

We need to restore calm and confidence to American society-including
our airports and presidential press conferences. That would be good for our
souls, and it might even be good for the stock market. It was, after all, the
freedom from groundless fear-and the bold liberalism of Franklin Roosevelt
that saved American capitalism after the disastrous collapse of the stock mar-
ket in 1929.

The America | fought to defend as a young man was great enough to al-
low freedom of speech for all its citizens---even  those citizens, especially
those citizens, who ask questions and demand answers about government
policy. The genius of American politics has always been the creative ten-
sion between our two grear political philosophies, liberalism and conser-
vatism. If either of these traditions is diminished, the American nation is
diminished. And so, to the self-styled patriot with his bumper sticker-
AMERICA, LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT-l would respond, "America, let us im-
prove it so that we may love it the more," -





